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TREASURER ANGELIDES LAUDS GOVERNOR’S SUPPORT OF 

CLEANER, MORE FUEL EFFICIENT VEHICLES 
 

TREASURER’S PROPOSAL TO PERMIT HYBRID VEHICLES IN HOV LANES WINS 
GOVERNOR’S APPROVAL; GOVERNOR SIGNS LANDMARK LEGISLATION TO SET NEW 

FUEL EFFICIENCY STANDARDS FOR STATE FLEET 
 
SACRAMENTO, CA – Treasurer Phil Angelides today joined state officials in announcing that 
Governor Gray Davis has taken action to implement Angelides’ proposal to extend usage of high 
occupancy vehicle, or HOV, lanes to drivers in hybrid vehicles that get 45 miles per gallon or 
better.  
 
“Opening up the State’s HOV lanes to hybrid vehicles is a smart solution that encourages 
California motorists to use less fuel while, at the same time, cutting down on the amount of air 
pollution created by vehicles and helping to ease traffic congestion,” Angelides said.  The 
Treasurer’s office developed the HOV/Hybrid policy in cooperation with the California 
Department of Transportation (CALTRANS). 
 
This proposal will allow existing gas-electric hybrid vehicles, along with new vehicles that meet 
the California Air Resources Board Advanced Technology Partial Zero Emission Vehicle     
(AT-PZEV) standards and achieving 45 miles per gallon to be allowed on the HOV lanes, or 
diamond lanes, regardless of the number of people in the vehicle. There are 1,112 miles of HOV 
lanes in California with more than 1,000 more expected by 2030.  
 
“HOV lanes are designed to reduce traffic congestion, fuel consumption and air pollution,” 
Governor Davis said in a statement. “We can make even greater strides toward improving our air 
quality by allowing clean, gas efficient vehicles into our HOV system.” 
 
At the press conference at the State Treasurer’s Office today, Davis Administration officials also 
announced the signing of a bill, SB 552, authored by state Sen. John Burton, D-San Francisco, 
and sponsored by Treasurer Angelides, to cut air pollution, save taxpayer dollars and reduce the 
State’s dependence on oil by weeding out unnecessary gas guzzlers from California’s fleet of 
73,000 state-owned vehicles. 
 
“This law will help clear the air and save taxpayers money,” said Angelides, “and it comes at an 
especially important time. Our State is facing unprecedented fiscal challenges, gasoline prices 
are unpredictable and air quality needs to be improved.” 

Page 1 of 2 
 

915 CAPITOL MALL, ROOM 110, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 � (916) 653-2995 � FAX (916) 653-3125 
www.treasurer.ca.gov 



 

SB 552 sets landmark standards for the purchase and lease of cleaner and more fuel-efficient 
vehicles for the state’s fleet. The new law requires the Department of General Services, in 
consultation with the California Air Resources Board and the California Energy Commission, to 
develop by January 1, 2005, minimum fuel efficiency and emission standards and specifications 
for all vehicles leased or purchased by the State of California.  
 
“The State of California will continue to lead by example to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and reduce our petroleum dependence,” Gov. Davis said.  
 
"Having the state fleet contain more fuel-efficient and less-polluting vehicles helps protect our 
environment, health and quality of life," Burton said. "Once again California is leading the way 
in doing the right thing for the environment."  
 

 The bill, co-sponsored by the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), is among the 
toughest of its kind in the nation and will result in substantial savings to taxpayers through lower 
vehicle purchase and lease costs and lower fuel costs, as well as reduced pollution control costs 
through cleaner-running vehicles. 
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October 2, 2003 
 
 
The Honorable Norman Mineta 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
400 7th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C.  20590 
 
Re:  Use of California’s High-Occupancy Vehicle Lanes 
 
Dear Secretary Mineta: 
 
The State of California has unique issues concerning both air quality and mobility.  
While we are making strides toward improving our air quality, California’s urban air 
quality remains one of the worst in the nation with a large percentage of our urban smog 
coming from mobile sources.  In order to improve air quality, reduce fuel consumption, 
promote the use of cleaner vehicles and increase the utilization of our facilities, the 
State of California requests your approval to allow clean, gas efficient vehicles into our 
high-occupancy vehicles (HOV) system.   
 
Pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 and the Transportation 
Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) the State of California permits ultra low-
emission vehicles (ULEVs) that meet the federal inherently low emission vehicles 
(ILEVs) standard to access our 1,112 lane-miles of HOV lanes with only a single 
occupant (as of January 1, 2004 only vehicles that are considered super low-emission 
vehicles (SULEV) will be allowed). 
 
The State of California is very supportive of the provisions of SAFETEA Section 1610, 
Use of HOV Lanes.  We are requesting your approval to open our HOV lanes to a small 
subset of the cleanest vehicles contained in the Federal Tier II Standards that have a 
fuel efficiency of 45-mile-per gallon or greater.  Details of this proposal are attached. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the California Department of Transportation’s 
Director Jeff Morales at (916) 654-5266. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
GRAY DAVIS 


